Dear Padre,

I thought only priests and bishops should distribute Holy
Communion at Mass. In my parish, the priest allows
laypeople to help him, and | thought laypeople couldn’t
because our hands are not consecrated.

You're not the only person with this concern, so thank you for taking
the time to write. The distribution of holy Communion has nothing
to do with “consecrated hands.” Ordinary ministers of Communion
include bishops and priests, as you rightly identify, but also deacons
and installed acolytes. Of the four ordinary ministers, only the hands
of bishops and priests are consecrated. Laypeople are extraordinary
ministers and are installed to help the priest so that everyone can receive holy Communion without long lines
or wearying the (sometimes elderly) priest. Most extraordinary ministers of Communion approach this ministry
very prayerfully.

Your question brings up the subject of the full participation of the laity in the Mass, which is part of a
highly contentious theological discussion on social media. There is an unfortunate conflict between so-called
“traditional Catholics” and “Vatican Il Catholics” or, as they are often misrepresented, “Novus Ordo” Catholics.
Some Catholics are led to believe that the “new Mass” is not authentic, even though it has been the ordinary
form of the Mass for well over fifty years—that is, since the authoritative Second Vatican Council. Many good
and faithful people suffer with doubt and anxiety as a result of this confusion. @

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
January 19 January 20 January 21 January 22 January 23 January 24 January 25
Weekday Weekday St. Agnes, Virgin ~ Day of Prayer Weekday St. Francis de Third Sunday in
1Sm 15:16-23  15m 16:1-13 and Martyr for the Legal 15Sm 24:3-21 Sales, Bishop Ordinary Time
Mk 2:18-22 Mk 2:23-28 1Sm 17:32-33,  Protection of Mk 3:13-19 and Doctor of Is 8:23-9:3
37,40-51 Unborn Children the Church 1 Cor 1:10-13,
Mk 3:1-6 15m 18:6-9; 2Sm1:1-4,11- 17
19:1-7 12,19, 23-27 Mt 4:12-23
Mk 3:7-12 Mk 3:20-21 or 4:12-17

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Ours is a time marked by a growing search for spirituality,
particularly evident in young people, who are longing for
authentic relationships and guides in life. Hence, it is important
that the Christian community be farsighted in discerning the
challenges of today’s world and in nurturing the desire for faith
present in the heart of every man and woman.
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M U N l T v Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 / 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 / John 1:29-34
Behold the Lamb of God!

ANN M. GARRIDO

f the many names Scripture provides to help

us ponder the mystery of Jesus, one of the most
intriguing is the name that John the Baptist offers at
the opening of today’'s gospel: “Behold the Lamb of
God!” (John 1:29).

Scripture scholars debate what John means here. Is
he alluding to the Passover lLamb—that unblemished
lamb whose blood the enslaved Israelites were to post
over their doorways? The angel of death knew to “pass
over” these homes. Perhaps John was saying that by
Jesus’ blood, the people would be freed from death.

Or was John thinking about the guilt offerings
mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures when priests
offered animal sacrifices to God as a way of seeking
the removal of their sins? Leviticus mentions use of a
scapegoat who would carry the sins of the people away
into the desert. (See Leviticus 20-28.) Could John have
understood that Jesus would bear the sins of the world?

; e

A the sin of the world.”
JOHN 1:29

Or did John have in mind the great constellation
Aries, the ram, considered the prince of the stars
of the sky, the center from whom all the other
constellations were mapped in ancient times?
Perhaps John was pointing out that Jesus was the
center around whom heaven and earth revolve, like
the ruling lamb mentioned in the Book of Revelation.

Today at Mass, when the host is
elevated and you hear John's words
again—"Behold the Lamb of God!"—
take a moment to savor these words
anew. @

Reflect
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Which understanding of the “Lamb of God”

resonates with me?
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St. Patrick’s

Catholic Church
Telluride, CO ’

Church & Office Address:
301 North Spruce St.
Telluride, CO 81435

Mailing Address:
PO Box 398
Telluride, CO 81435

Phone: 970-728-3387

e-mail: SPCTelluride@gmail.com
website: stpatrickstelluride.com
Facebook: facebook.com/StPatricksTelluride

Please visit our website & Facebook page for the most up-
to-date information on Holy Mass times and other important
announcements.

Pastoral Information:
Pastor: Rev. Mariusz Wirkowski
Bookkeeper: Cindy Wyszynski
DRE: Katrina Aumiller

Holy Mass &

Confession Schedule:

Saturday: 5:30 PM

Sunday: 9:00 AM

Tuesday - 7:00 PM; Wednesday - Friday: 8:00
AM

Holy Day of Obligation - Vigil - 5:30 PM and
8:00 AM

Confessions: 30min. prior to each Holy Mass
(or by appointment)

Holy Mass at Our Lady of

January 18th, 2026 - Second
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Holy Mass Intentions:

Saturday, January 17th
5:30 PM - +Victor & Beverly Lorenz

Sunday, January 18th
9:00 AM - +Mary Frances Nault

Tuesday, January 20th
7:00 PM - +Margie Branson

Wednesday, January 21st
8:00 AM - +Victor & Beverly Lorenz

Thursday, January 22nd
8:00 AM - May Hanson

Friday, January 23rd
8:00 AM - Fr. Elijah Thompson

Saturday, January 24th
5:30 PM - +Joanne Margaret Roudebush

Sunday, January 25th
9:00 AM - +Barbara & Thomas Martin

If you would like to have a Holy Mass intention for your
loved ones, living or deceased, please contact the Parish
Office by calling: 970-728-3387 or place your request in the
collection basket near the entrance of the church.

- Suggested donation for each mass is $10.

Healing Prayers -
Rezos Por Tus Curaciones

Let us pray for those who have asked for our
prayers...

Kevin Kiernan, Bob Kammer, Cody Couture,
Dakota Couture, Eric Block, Judy Donnelly, Mike
Napolitano, Mary E. Lynch, Liz Bradley, Care Bear,
Carl Carson, Joshua Nault, Phil Couture, Jose
Cuaron, Kim Lynch, Allison Myer, Marianne Edward,
CarolAnn O’Dea, Juan Esparza, Martha Gagliano,
Stanislaw Kowalczyk

Upcoming Events: All Are Welcome!

First Fridays of the month - Devotion to the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus - Holy Mass and Adoration - 8:00
AM.

Tuesdays: 6:00 PM- Holy Adoration. 7:00 PM — Holy Mass

Second Tuesdays of month: 7:30 PM — Men’s Group

Wednesdays: 7:30 AM
Women’s Group Faith Fun Fellowship — Church

Thursdays: 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Eucharistic Adoration & Holy Mass - Church

First Sunday of the month - Holy Adoration 30 minutes
before each Holy Mass.

Each Sunday during Summer- Coffee and donuts after
9:00 AM Holy Mass.

Last Saturday of the month - Bilingual Holy Mass

“So also we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each
one is a part, the one of the other.”
Romans 12:5

Parish Announcements:
We would like to welcome all Visitors who are with us
celebrating the Holy Mass this weekend.

Please check our Parish Website /Calendar for updated
schedule of events.

Please join us for praying the Holy Rosary on Sundays
before 9:00 AM Holy Mass. It starts at 8:30 AM.

Candlelight Holy Adoration and Mass on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 PM.

A big Thank You to everyone who helped with taking down
our Christmas decoration.

Next weekend we will take up the Collection for the Church in
Latin America. Many in Latin America and the Caribbean find
that a rising secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a
shortage of ministers all present obstacles to practicing the
faith. Your support for the collection provides lay leadership
training, catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other
programs to share our Catholic faith with those who long to
hear the Good News of Christ.

Last Week’s Collection: $ 854.41
Please visit: stpatrickstelluride.com/donate
to offer your financial support.

“For where your treasure is, there also is your heart.”
ANM st e 201

Pastor's Corner

Dear Parishioners and Visitors,

First period of Ordinary Time that we are in now in
the life of the Church, which begun last Monday, is
very short —six weeks. The Advent-Christmas
Epiphany season ended with the Baptism of Our
Lord on January 11 and the season of Lent-Easter
Pentecost will be introduced with Ash Wednesday
on February 18. The other period of Ordinary Time
is longer —from Pentecost until we start another
liturgical year at the end of November with the
season of Advent. These periods of liturgical
Ordinary Time are to remind us that it is in and
through our ordinary days that we live out the
mystery of our salvation.

Most of us live ordinary lives with ordinary days in
which we know our best and our worst self and
everything in-between. We have our days when,
with a bounce in our step, we are able to bring joy,
patience, and gratitude to others, and days when
we need hope, trust, and a forgiving heart to put
one foot in front of the other. It is in these ordinary
days that the extraordinary mystery of God’s
faithful love accomplishes saints-in-the-making.
Nightly news makes the extraordinary a part of our
ordinary days —acts of terrorism, disasters of
nature, kidnappings, and the disappearances of
hundreds of people from “thin air.” Our prayers are
stretched to every corner of the globe as we cry
out, “Come, O God of Peace, take charge of our
hearts and make us whole.” We need to keep
remembering that each and every ordinary day is
wrapped in God’s saving love.

For the transformation of ourselves and of our
world we must live intentionally within and out
from the magnificent gesture of God’s saving help.
The wisdom of the Liturgical year reminds us of
this. Our ordinary lives are holy because it is here
we experience who we are and who our God is for
us. Blessings on all our ordinary days.

Viva Cristo Rey!
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