Dear Padre,

Does the Bible say that Mary was in her sixth
month of pregnancy at the Annunciation?

The announcement of Jesus’ birth in Luke begins, “In the sixth
month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named
Joseph...and the virgin’s name was Mary” (Luke 1:26-27). This
Scripture passage taken out of context could possibly give the
impression that “in the sixth month” refers to Mary. However, it
refers to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, who was in the sixth month =

of her pregnancy with John the Baptist. The proper context is a few verses before this one that reads, “Elizabeth
conceived, and she went into seclusion for five months” (Luke 1:24).

Regarding Mary’s pregnancy, at the Annunciation, the angel Gabriel tells her, “Behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.... The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God” (Luke
1:31, 35). Gabriel also informs Mary, “And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old
age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren” (Luke 1:36).

In general, women already in their sixth month of pregnancy would likely be aware of their condition, and it
would not be easy to conceal from others. @
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There are many settings in which the Christian faith is
considered absurd.... Yet, precisely for this reason, they are the
places where our missionary outreach is desperately needed.
A lack of faith is often tragically accompanied by the loss of
meaning in life, the neglect of mercy, appalling violations of
human dignity, the crisis of the family, and so many other
wounds that afflict our society.
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Third Sunday of Advent (A)

c o M M u " ' T V Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 / James 5:7-10 / Matthew 11:2-11

Say to the fearful of heart:
Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God,

he comes with vindication;
With divine recompense

he comes to save you.
ISAIAH 35:4

The Gift of Questions

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

e sometimes imagine that a sign of a strong faith is firm conviction and freedom from doubt. However,
despite our imaginings, the authentic experiences of saints and ordinary people alike seem to point in
another direction. The question of John the Baptist today—"Are you the one who is to come, or
should we look for another?” (Matthew 11:3)—suggests that John is filled with questions, and these
are important questions because they are asked from the depths of King Herod'’s prison, which is
not exactly the place of idle musings or concerns.
If John, who is a great saint and a man who encountered Jesus and witnessed the powerful
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manifestation of the Holy Spirit at his baptism, can have a question, doesn't it suggest that LEARN ABOUT
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questions are acceptable—perhaps even needed? Perhaps questioning is an indication of FR,TTHHORMAS M.

faithfulness, not a lack of faith. Questions do not suggest that something is missing; rather, they =~ SANTA.CSSR
confirm that something is growing and developing. The Baptist could just have easily said, “Jesus, you are doing
and saying more than | ever imagined possible. Please help me to understand,” or, to quote an unnamed saint, I
do believe, help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24).

God will not shatter, and faith will not collapse, because you have questions or doubts.

Experience suggests that questions and doubts strengthen our belief and our commitment to a life of faith. @

Reflect

Do I welcome questions, mine and others, as a way to grow in faith?
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St. Patrick’s

Catholic Church
Telluride, CO ’

Church & Office Address:
301 North Spruce St.
Telluride, CO 81435

Mailing Address:
PO Box 398
Telluride, CO 81435

Phone: 970-728-3387

e-mail: SPCTelluride@gmail.com
website: stpatrickstelluride.com
Facebook: facebook.com/StPatricksTelluride

Please visit our website & Facebook page for the most up-
to-date information on Holy Mass times and other important
announcements.

Pastoral Information:
Pastor: Rev. Mariusz Wirkowski
Bookkeeper: Cindy Wyszynski
DRE: Katrina Aumiller

Holy Mass &

Confession Schedule:

Saturday: 5:30 PM

Sunday: 9:00 AM

Tuesday - 7:00 PM; Wednesday - Friday: 8:00
AM

Holy Day of Obligation - Vigil - 5:30 PM and
8:00 AM

Confessions: 30min. prior to each Holy Mass
(or by appointment)

Holy Mass at Our Lady of

December 7th, 2025 - Second
Sunday of Advent

Holy Mass Intentions:

Saturday, December 13th
5:30 PM - Missa Pro Populo

Sunday, December 14th
9:00 AM - Gabriel de Jesus Lopez Mireles

Tuesday, December 16th
7:00 PM - +Samuel Smith

Wednesday, December 17th
8:00 AM - +Chuck and Kathy Shaver

Thursday, December 18th
8:00 AM - +Deb and Steve Ohlmacher

Friday, December 19th
8:00 AM - Kristen and baby Etibo

Saturday, December 20th
5:30 PM - Fr. Elijah Thompson

Sunday, December 21st
9:00 AM - Missa Pro Populo

If you would like to have a Holy Mass intention for your
loved ones, living or deceased, please contact the Parish
Office by calling: 970-728-3387 or place your request in the
collection basket near the entrance of the church.

- Suggested donation for each mass is $10.

Healing Prayers -
Rezos Por Tus Curaciones

Let us pray for those who have asked for our
prayers...
Kevin Kiernan, Bob Kammer, Cody Couture,
Dakota Couture, Eric Block, Judy Donnelly, Mike
Napolitano, Mary E. Lynch, Liz Bradley, Care Bear,
Carl Carson, Joshua Nault, Phil Couture, Jose
Cuaron, Kim Lynch, Allison Myer, Marianne Edward,
CarolAnn O’Dea, Juan Esparza, Martha Gagliano,
Stanislaw Kowalczyk

Upcoming Events: All Are Welcome!

First Fridays of the month - Devotion to the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus - Holy Mass and Adoration - 8:00
AM.

Tuesdays: 6:00 PM- Holy Adoration. 7:00 PM — Holy Mass

Second Tuesdays of month: 7:30 PM — Men’s Group

Wednesdays: 7:30 AM
Women’s Group Faith Fun Fellowship — Church

Thursdays: 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Eucharistic Adoration & Holy Mass - Church

First Sunday of the month - Holy Adoration 30 minutes
before each Holy Mass.

Each Sunday during Summer- Coffee and donuts after
9:00 AM Holy Mass.

Last Saturday of the month - Bilingual Holy Mass

“So also we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each
one is a part, the one of the other.”
Romans 12:5

Parish Announcements:
We would like to welcome all Visitors who are with us
celebrating the Holy Mass this weekend.

Please check our Parish Website /Calendar for updated
schedule of events.

Please join us for praying the Holy Rosary on Sundays
before 9:00 AM Holy Mass. It starts at 8:30 AM.

Candlelight Holy Adoration and Mass on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 PM.

This Sunday — Second Collection for Retirement Fund for
Religious.

Advent Penance Service — December 18", Thursday at
6:00 PM with Fr Williams Ospino.

Last Week’s Collection: $ 475.51
Please visit: stpatrickstelluride.com/donate
to offer your financial support.
“For where your treasure is, there also is your heart.”
Mathew 6:21

Pastor's Corner

Dear Parishioners and Visitors,

This Sunday our parishes will participate in the
annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection.
This important annual appeal benefits more than
20,500 senior sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests who have dedicated their lives in service to
the Church.

These faithful servants have long been a source
of inspiration and support in our communities. | am
personally grateful for the religious who helped
shape my own faith journey. Perhaps you, too,
have known an elderly sister, brother, or religious
order priest whose quiet dedication, prayerful
presence, or selfless acts left a lasting impression
on your life.

Today, the challenges many of these senior
religious and their communities face in meeting
their retirement needs are greater than ever. Most
received little to no pay for their service, and their
communities struggle to cover rising health care
expenses and the increasing cost of day-to-day
eldercare. The financial burdens continue to grow,
and the need is urgent.

Gifts to the Retirement Fund for Religious make a
real, tangible difference to these many women
and men religious. Contributions directly support
their ongoing care today and help ensure that their
communities can plan wisely for their future.

| know you are asked to support many worthy
causes, and | thank you for the many ways you
give. Please consider making a gift to this year’s
collection if you are able—and continue to pray for
all our elderly religious. They also remember us
daily in their prayers.

May God bless you and your loved ones
abundantly with peace and health.

Viva Cristo Rey!
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