Dear Padre,

I've been to Latin Masses, and people do not
socialize in church and seem more respectful than :
at a regular parish Mass, where people are leaving ' 7
before Mass is finished, and there seems to be

constant talking. Why is there such a contrast?

I'd like to caution you about two assumptions. The first is about
judging people who leave Mass early. We can’t know what is in ERET B
a person’s heart. Some people work on Sundays or have other :
unavoidable commitments that require them to leave at a certain time.
The second assumption is that socializing before and after a parish Mass is disrespectful. The celebratory
and welcoming culture of a Christian community that has gathered together to celebrate the Eucharist gives
glory and praise to God. It is not disrespectful of the Eucharist, but rather a powerful witness to the unity, the
community, and the faith of the people of God who gather with their Lord and Savior.

There are Eucharistic gatherings that encourage silence, such as the Latin Mass you have experienced as well
as Eucharistic Adoration and Forty Hours Devotion. We need both—silence as we worship together and joyful
interaction with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Both give glory to God.

All that being said, to those who enjoy socializing or who must leave the Mass before the final note of the
final hymn: do be considerate of those praying near you. They might be praying for you! ®

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
MARCH 2 MARCH 3 MARCH 4 MARCH 5 MARCH 6 MARCH 7 MARCH 8
Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Third Sunday
Dn 9:4b-10 Is 1:10, 16-20 Jer 18:18-20 Jer 17:5-10 Gn 37:3-4,12-  Mi 7:14-15, of Lent
Lk 6:36-38 Mt 23:1-12 Mt 20:17-28 Lk 16:19-31 13a,17b-28a 18-20 Ex 17:3-7
Mt 21:33-43, Lk 15:1-3, Rom 5:1-2,5-8
Do you have a question for the Padre? 45-46 11-32 Jn 4:5-42 or
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 4:5-15, 19b-26,
and to learn more about Dear Padre. 39a, 40-42

We must also cry out for peace in the world. Let us all say,
E “We want peace in the world!”

L . Letus pray for peace. Let us pray for peace and be witnesses

F . of the peace and reconciliation of Jesus Christ, the light that
| | weare all seeking for today’s world.
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Second Sunday of Lent (A)

c o M M u N ' T v Genesis 12:1-4a / 2 Timothy 1:8b-10 / Matthew 17:1-9

: [Jesus’] face shone like the

sun, and his clothes became
white as light.
MATTHEW 17:2

Where Heaven and Earth Meet

ANN M. GARRIDO

ave you ever noticed that mountains and clouds seem to “go together”? When | was a child, | thought it was

because the mountains’ height pierced the sky. Turns out, it’s a bit more complicated. Mountains “create”
their own clouds. When moving air comes across a mountain front, it forces the warm air to rise to cooler zones
and water droplets in the air to condense. The phenomenon is so common that these clouds have their own
name: lenticular. They are known for being bright—even colorful—with rays of light peeking out from behind.

It's no wonder why, throughout history, people have sought to ascend mountains as part of their spiritual
journey. It was a way to get closer to the “heavens”—to those radiant clouds. Recall the prophet Elijah, who
climbs Mount Sinai seeking a face-to-face encounter with God. Or Moses, who, with three of his closest friends,
ascends Mount Sinai to meet God in a radiant cloud that hovers over the top of the peak.

So, it’s also no wonder why Jesus, with three of his closest friends, might also climb a mountain

and meet Elijah and Moses there. No wonder why that mountain would be covered in a bright
cloud that thunders with God’s voice, and why, in that moment, Scripture describes heaven and
earth as mysteriously yet visibly mingling in the person of the transfigured Jesus.

The story of the transfiguration reminds us that just like mountains and clouds were meant for
one another, heaven and earth were meant for one another. Jesus stands at the point where the
two meet. ®

LEARN ABOUT
THE AUTHORS
OF OUR PARISH
COMMUNITY

Reflect

What places or moments in my life have made me feel close to heaven?
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St. Patrick’s

Catholic Church
Telluride, CO ’

Church & Office Address:
301 North Spruce St.
Telluride, CO 81435

Mailing Address:
PO Box 398
Telluride, CO 81435

Phone: 970-728-3387

e-mail: SPCTelluride@gmail.com
website: stpatrickstelluride.com
Facebook: facebook.com/StPatricksTelluride

Please visit our website & Facebook page for the most up-
to-date information on Holy Mass times and other important
announcements.

Pastoral Information:
Pastor: Rev. Mariusz Wirkowski
Bookkeeper: Cindy Wyszynski
DRE: Katrina Aumiller

Holy Mass &

Confession Schedule:

Saturday: 5:30 PM

Sunday: 9:00 AM

Tuesday - 7:00 PM; Wednesday - Friday: 8:00
AM

Holy Day of Obligation - Vigil - 5:30 PM and
8:00 AM

Confessions: 30min. prior to each Holy Mass
(or by appointment)

Holy Mass at Our Lady of

March 1st, 2026 - Second Sunday
of Lent

Holy Mass Intentions:
Saturday, February 28th

5:30 PM - Conversion of all members of Schneider
family.

Sunday, February 22nd
9:00 AM - Missa Pro Populo

Tuesday, February 24th
7:00 PM - Elijah Aumiller

Wednesday, February 25th
8:00 AM - Grace Aumiller

Thursday, February 26th
8:00 AM - Deceased Members of Schneider family.

Friday, February 27th
8:00 AM - Robert Busch Nault

Saturday, February 28th
5:30 PM - Missa Pro Populo

Sunday, March 1st
9:00 AM - +Scott Mages

If you would like to have a Holy Mass intention for your
loved ones, living or deceased, please contact the Parish
Office by calling: 970-728-3387 or place your request in the
collection basket near the entrance of the church.

- Suggested donation for each mass is $10.

Healing Prayers -
Rezos Por Tus Curaciones

Let us pray for those who have asked for our
prayers...
Kevin Kiernan, Bob Kammer, Cody Couture,
Dakota Couture, Eric Block, Judy Donnelly, Mike
Napolitano, Mary E. Lynch, Liz Bradley, Care Bear,
Carl Carson, Joshua Nault, Phil Couture, Jose
Cuaron, Kim Lynch, Allison Myer, Marianne Edward,
CarolAnn O’Dea, Juan Esparza, Martha Gagliano,
Stanislaw Kowalczyk

Upcoming Events: All Are Welcome!

First Fridays of the month - Devotion to the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus - Holy Mass and Adoration - 8:00
AM.

Tuesdays: 6:00 PM- Holy Adoration. 7:00 PM — Holy Mass

Second Tuesdays of month: 7:30 PM — Men’s Group

Wednesdays: 7:30 AM
Women’s Group Faith Fun Fellowship — Church

Thursdays: 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Eucharistic Adoration & Holy Mass - Church

First Sunday of the month - Holy Adoration 30 minutes
before each Holy Mass.

Each Sunday during Summer- Coffee and donuts after
9:00 AM Holy Mass.

Last Saturday of the month - Bilingual Holy Mass

“So also we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each
one is a part, the one of the other.”
Romans 12:5

Parish Announcements:

We would like to welcome all Visitors who are with us
celebrating the Holy Mass this weekend.

Please check our Parish Website /Calendar for updated
schedule of events.

Please join us for praying the Holy Rosary on Sundays
before 9:00 AM Holy Mass. It starts at 8:30 AM.

Today we have second collection.
Stations of the Cross — Fridays during Lent at 5:30 PM.

During Lent we will offer Bible Study: “No Greater Love:
Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion”. Every Thursday
night at 6:00 PM.

St. Patrick Day celebration sign-up sheets at the back of the
Church.

Last Week’s Collection: $ 1,448.00
Ash Wednesday: $753.75
Please visit: stpatrickstelluride.com/donate
to offer your financial support.
“For where your treasure is, there also is your heart.”
Mathew 6:21

Pastor's Corner

Dear Parishioners and Visitors,

Today we have a second collection for Black
and Indian Missions and Solidarity Fund for
Church in Africa.

The Black and Indian Mission Collection

For over 140 years, the annual National
Collection for Black and Indian people bears
witness to the Church’s concern for
evangelizing the Black and Indian peoples of
the United States. This year’s collection will
take place on Sunday, February 22, 2026.
Funds from this national collection are
distributed through grants to dioceses,
schools, and religious education programs
directly involved in evangelization efforts
serving black, Native American, and Alaskan
Native Communities.

Solidarity Fund for Church in Africa

This weekend we take up our collection to
support the Solidarity Fund for the Church in
Africa. The people of Africa are joyous and
faith-filled—but as the Church in Africa
grows, the pastoral needs of the people also
increase. Clergy formation, communications
programs to bring the Gospel to remote
territories, youth ministries that engage the
next generation of disciples—these and all
the Church’s needs are wide-ranging. The
collection for the Solidarity Fund is an
opportunity for our parish to stand with the
people of Africa. Our contributions help them
face these challenges and build lasting
foundations of missionary discipleship. Thank
you for your generosity in supporting this
appeal today. To learn more, Vvisit
www.usccb.org/africa.

Viva Cristo Rey!
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