Why is a US secular holiday like Thanksgiving on the
Church’s liturgical calendar?

Since November 1969, the Proper Calendar offers a Thanksgiving
Day Mass for US dioceses. While it also includes Independence
Day, no suggestion is made for other civic holidays (Memorial Day,
Labor Day, etc.). Instead, the Roman Missal provides “Masses and
Prayers for Various Needs and Occasions” that are suited to these
observances (Ordo #5, GIRM 368-378).

In the United States, November is associated with giving thanks to God. In 1623—three years after the
Pilgrims sailed to this land on the Mayflower—a severe drought threatened their crops. Consequently, a day of
prayer was observed, an abundant rain saved the harvest, and a Day of Thanksgiving was established. In 1863,
President Lincoln issued a proclamation for “Thanksgiving and Praise to Our Beneficent Father” on the last
Thursday of November (later moved to the fourth Thursday).

However, thanking God isn’t just a one-day event; it's meant to be a perennial practice. Recall the lesson of
the ten lepers healed by Jesus, only one of whom returned to thank him. (See Luke 17:11-19.) People who don't
take their blessings for granted return thanks to God in prayer. Therefore, offer brief prayers of gratitude to God
throughout the day, every day, for such gifts as your health and faith, the freedoms allowed in this country, “thy
daily bread,” and the Eucharist—a word that means “thanksgiving.”

“Become what you pray”—a grateful disciple of our Lord!
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i A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

Listen to [Christ’s] offer of love and become his one family:
in the One Christ, we are one. This is the path to follow
together, among ourselves but also with our sister Christian

" churches, with those who follow other religious paths, with
those who are searching for God, with all women and men of
. good will, in order to build a new world where peace reigns!
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2 Samuel 5:1-3 / Colossians 1:12-20 / Luke 23:35-43

“Jesus, remember me when

you come into your kingdom.
LUKE 23:42

The Hero King

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

ome think of a myth as something once presumed to be true but discovered to be false. For example,

we say it's a myth that Christopher Columbus discovered America. There is, however, another quite

different meaning to “myth,” as in a story that helps us understand life and how to negotiate it. Such
myths are often centered around heroes who overcome great odds for the sake of the greater good. Star Wars
and Luke Skywalker is one such myth. The Lord of the Rings trilogy and Frodo Baggins is another. These are myths
capturing the need for courage and commitment to the good at the hero’s own expense. We often find ourselves
wishing we could be like these heroes.

The biblical story of the Hebrew people can be thought of as such a myth, culminating in the story of Jesus.

It differs from those other myths in that this story is not fiction. It is a saga that helps us understand and
negotiate life as we live it. It culminates with the sacrificial death of the one we call King of the Universe. This
King is a servant-king, one who gives his life for us so that we might live. Despite being urged by religious
leaders and soldiers and the thief on the cross to save himself, he resists. Saving himself is not what he is about.
Jesus is the King whose true myth we tell whenever we come together. @

Editor's note: This is Fr. Jospeh Juknialis' final reflection for Our Parish Community bulletins. The new liturgical cycle begins next Sunday,
November 30, 2025, and we will welcome three new reflection authors: Miguel Dulick, Ann M. Garrido, and Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR, the
president and publisher of Liguori Publications. We thank Fr. loe for his three years of insightful reflections and wish him well.

What does servant-leadership mean to me in my job, my community, my home?
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St. Patrick’s

Catholic Church
Telluride, CO ’

Church & Office Address:
301 North Spruce St.
Telluride, CO 81435

Mailing Address:
PO Box 398
Telluride, CO 81435

Phone: 970-728-3387

e-mail: SPCTelluride@gmail.com
website: stpatrickstelluride.com
Facebook: facebook.com/StPatricksTelluride

Please visit our website & Facebook page for the most up-
to-date information on Holy Mass times and other important
announcements.

Pastoral Information:
Pastor: Rev. Mariusz Wirkowski
Bookkeeper: Cindy Wyszynski
DRE: Katrina Aumiller

Holy Mass &

Confession Schedule:

Saturday: 5:30 PM

Sunday: 9:00 AM

Tuesday - 7:00 PM; Wednesday - Friday: 8:00
AM

Holy Day of Obligation - Vigil - 5:30 PM and
8:00 AM

Confessions: 30min. prior to each Holy Mass
(or by appointment)

Holy Mass at Our Lady of

November 23rd, 2025 - Our Lord
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Holy Mass Intentions:

Saturday, November 22nd
5:30 PM - Missa Pro Populo

Sunday, November 23rd
9:00 AM - +Raimundas Lapsys

Tuesday, November 25th
7:00 PM - Marie Oppenheimer

Wednesday, November 26th
8:00 AM - Grace Aumiller

Thursday, November 27th - Thanksgiving Day
9:00 AM - In thanksgiving for received blessings

Friday, November 28th
8:00 AM - +Barb & Dan Landguth

Saturday, November 29th
5:30 PM - Grace Aumiller

Sunday, November 39th
9:00 AM - Missa Pro Populo

If you would like to have a Holy Mass intention for your
loved ones, living or deceased, please contact the Parish
Office by calling: 970-728-3387 or place your request in the
collection basket near the entrance of the church.

- Suggested donation for each mass is $10.

Healing Prayers -
Rezos Por Tus Curaciones

Let us pray for those who have asked for our
prayers...

Kevin Kiernan, Bob Kammer, Cody Couture,
Dakota Couture, Eric Block, Judy Donnelly, Mike
Napolitano, Mary E. Lynch, Liz Bradley, Care Bear,
Carl Carson, Joshua Nault, Phil Couture, Jose
Cuaron, Kim Lynch, Allison Myer, Marianne Edward,
CarolAnn O’Dea, Juan Esparza, Martha Gagliano,
Stanislaw Kowalczyk

Upcoming Events: All Are Welcome!

First Fridays of the month - Devotion to the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus - Holy Mass and Adoration - 8:00
AM.

Tuesdays: 6:00 PM- Holy Adoration. 7:00 PM — Holy Mass

Second Tuesdays of month: 7:30 PM — Men’s Group

Wednesdays: 7:30 AM
Women’s Group Faith Fun Fellowship — Church

Thursdays: 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Eucharistic Adoration & Holy Mass - Church

First Sunday of the month - Holy Adoration 30 minutes
before each Holy Mass.

Each Sunday during Summer- Coffee and donuts after
9:00 AM Holy Mass.

Last Saturday of the month - Bilingual Holy Mass

“So also we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each
one is a part, the one of the other.”
Romans 12:5

Parish Announcements:
We would like to welcome all Visitors who are with us
celebrating the Holy Mass this weekend.

Please check our Parish Website /Calendar for updated
schedule of events.

Please join us for praying the Holy Rosary on Sundays
before 9:00 AM Holy Mass. It starts at 8:30 AM.

Prayer for the Faithful Departed at the Cemetery —
Sunday November 234 at 5:00 PM. We will pray the Divine
Mercy Chaplet. We will gather near the post with American
Flag.

Candlelight Holy Adoration and Mass on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 PM.

Thanksgiving Day - Holy Mass at 9:00 AM with Holy
Adoration starts at 8:00 AM.

Changing the Song Books on Saturday, November 29th at
10:00 AM.

Last Week’s Collection: $ 555.00
Please visit: stpatrickstelluride.com/donate
to offer your financial support.
“For where your treasure is, there also is your heart.”
Mathew 6:21

Pastor's Corner

Dear Parishioners and Visitors,

Happy Thanksgiving Day!

Since Thanksgiving is one of the most popular
holidays in United States, | think it is good for all of
us to recall why we are celebrating it. Innumerable
blessings have been bestowed upon the United
States of America. Concerning these blessings
President Lincoln wrote: “No human counsel hath
devised, nor hath any mortal hand worked out
these great things. They are the gracious gifts of
the Most High God.” President Lincoln went on to
set apart the last Thursday of November as “a day
of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent
Father who dwelleth in the heavens.” While
President Lincoln established America’s official
Thanksgiving holiday in 1863, it was the Pilgrims
who first celebrated a day of Thanksgiving in this
land in 1621 and who set an example that many
followed in the succeeding years. As the Pilgrims
gathered their harvest in the autumn of 1621 and
looked back over the preceding year, they had so
much for which to be thankful that they decided to
set aside a day of Thanksgiving unto God, Whom
they acknowledged as the Giver of all blessings
and the only reason for their survival. It was
indeed a miracle that they did survive their first
year in the wilderness of New England and had a
good harvest. Desire for a home where they could
freely worship God, and the desire to
“propagate... the Gospel of the kingdom of Christ”
and be stepping stones for others to do the same,
motivated a band of Christians (later called
Pilgrims) to set out on a hazardous voyage to
plant a colony in the new world of America. Each
year when we celebrate Thanksgiving, let us
remember the heritage of that day and why the
Pilgrims, as well as President Lincoln set aside a
day of Thanksgiving. In the words of Lincoln,
proclaiming the second National Thanksgiving
Day: this is “a day of thanksgiving and praise to
Almighty God, the beneficent Creator and Ruler of
the Universe.” (Quotes from Intercessors for America)
Viva Cristo Rey!
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